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This month, we celebrate the enormous gifts
Irish Americans have given this Nation.

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim March 2004 as
Irish-American Heritage Month. I call upon
all Americans to observe this month by cele-
brating the contributions of Irish Americans
to our Nation.

In Witness Whereof, | have hereunto set
my hand this fifth day of March, in the year
of our Lord two thousand four, and of the
Independence of the United States of Amer-
ica the two hundred and twenty-eighth.

George W. Bush

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., March 9, 2004]

NoTEe: This proclamation was released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on March 6, and it
was published in the Federal Register on March
10.

Proclamation 7761—Women'’s
History Month, 2004

March 5, 2004

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation

During Women'’s History Month, we cele-
brate the many accomplishments of our Na-
tion’s women.

Women are leaders in American business,
government, law, science, medicine, the arts,
education, and many other fields. As moth-
ers, sisters, and daughters, they bring com-
passion and integrity to our communities and
help to teach our children the values that
make our country great.

Women today are following in the foot-
steps of pioneers such as Sarah Pierce,
Emma Willard, Catherine Beecher, and
Mary Lyon, who helped open the doors to
higher education for women in our country.
Their vision and determination changed
America forever. Women today also join a
long tradition of defending our Nation. Dur-
ing the Revolutionary War, Margaret Coch-
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ran Corbin fought as a gunner and was se-
verely wounded at the battle of Fort Wash-
ington. Today, more than 200,000 women are
serving in our Nation’s Armed Forces and
working to defend America and advance
peace and freedom. We are grateful for their
sacrifice and for the military families that
support them.

This month, we celebrate the many ways
women strengthen and enrich America.

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim March 2004 as
Women’s History Month. | call upon all
Americans to observe this month with appro-
priate ceremonies and activities.

In Witness Whereof, | have hereunto set
my hand this fifth day of March, in the year
of our Lord two thousand four, and of the
Independence of the United States of Amer-
ica the two hundred and twenty-eighth.

George W. Bush

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., March 9, 2004]

NoTEe: This proclamation was released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on March 6, and it
was published in the Federal Register on March
10.

Proclamation 7762—Save Your
Vision Week, 2004

March 5, 2004

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation

Millions of Americans enjoy healthy vision.
Yet, each year, many of our citizens suffer
from vision loss that could have been pre-
vented or reversed with effective detection
and appropriate intervention. Commemo-
rating Save Your Vision Week reminds us of
the importance of including eye care as part
of a regular preventive health routine.

Eating healthy foods, wearing safety glass-
es, and avoiding the harmful effects of the
sun’s ultraviolet rays are ways to help to keep
our eyes healthy. Regular, comprehensive
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exams are also important to maintain good
vision and eye health. For children, regular
eye exams can help parents ensure that their
children’s vision is developing normally and
can identify a problem before it becomes
more serious. For adults, eye care profes-
sionals can detect glaucoma and eye damage
from diabetes in the early stages of progres-
sion, thereby preventing further harm. Dia-
betes can seriously affect vision in addition
to general health. An estimated 40 to 45 per-
cent of all people diagnosed with diabetes
will develop some degree of diabetic retinop-
athy, a leading cause of new cases of blind-
ness in working-age Americans that often
presents few warning signs and no pain.
Other eye diseases such as glaucoma may
cause vision damage and eventual blindness
without the individual being aware of a prob-
lem.

The Department of Health and Human
Services is working to identify opportunities
to improve the health of all Americans
through Healthy People 2010, a national dis-
ease prevention plan. This plan includes the
Healthy Vision 2010 Initiative, which is ad-
dressing many of the challenges posed by the
loss or impairment of vision.

The Congress, by joint resolution ap-
proved December 30, 1963, as amended (77
Stat. 629; 36 U.S.C. 138), has authorized and
requested the President to proclaim the first
week in March of each year as “Save Your
Vision Week.” During this week, | encourage
all Americans to learn more about ways to
prevent eye problems for themselves and to
help others maintain the precious gift of
sight.

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush,
President of the United States of America,
do hereby proclaim March 7 through March
13, 2004, as Save Your Vision Week. | urge
all Americans to participate by making eye
care and eye safety an important part of their
lives and to get regular eye examinations. |
also encourage eye care professionals, teach-
ers, the media, and all public and private or-
ganizations dedicated to preserving eyesight
to join in activities that will raise awareness
of the measures all citizens can take to pro-
tect vision.

In Witness Whereof, | have hereunto set
my hand this fifth day of March, in the year
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of our Lord two thousand four, and of the
Independence of the United States of Amer-
ica the two hundred and twenty-eighth.

George W. Bush

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., March 9, 2004]

NoTEe: This proclamation was released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on March 6, and it
was published in the Federal Register on March
10.

The President’s Radio Address
March 6, 2004

Good morning. This week terrorists
launched a series of attacks in Iraq, targeting
religious sites in Baghdad and Karbala during
commemorations marking the Shi'a holy day
of Ashoura. Laura and | and the American
people were filled with grief and anger at
these terrible acts of murder, which took the
lives of dozens of innocent Iraqis.

Some of these killers behind these attacks
are supporters of Saddam’s former regime.
Others are foreign terrorists. All of them are
determined to halt and reverse all progress
toward freedom in Irag. One of the terrorist
leaders, a killer named Zargawi, recently
wrote to a senior Al Qaida terrorist of his
plan to tear Irag apart with ethnic violence,
to undermine Iragi security forces, to demor-
alize our coalition, and to prevent the rise
of a sovereign, democratic government. The
killer’s strategy will fail.

Immediately after the attacks, the world
saw members of Irag’s Governing Council
and other Iragis quickly condemn the bomb-
ings and voice their determination that their
country will be peaceful and free. The Iraqi
people refuse to live in fear, and so do the
members of our coalition. Fighting alongside
the people of Iraq, we will defeat the terror-
ists who seek to plunge Iraq into chaos and
violence, and we will stand with the people
of Iraq for as long as necessary to build a
stable, peaceful, and successful democracy.

The lragi people are making excellent
progress. Members of the Governing Council
are having a free and open and spirited de-
bate as they complete a new framework for



